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Is the North American Mid-sized City aModel for Regenerative Urbanism?

Thomas Barrie, North Carolina StateUniversity

Abstract

This paper will discuss precedentsand strategies of regenerative urbanism
in the context of the globalenvironmental challenges of the 21t century
and will argue that theNorth American mid-sized city may provide a
promising model for the future. Thepaper will provide a brief background
of North American settlement patterns andcontemporary urban and
suburban conditions, and their relationship to energycosts and
environmental impacts.

It will also summarize contemporaryenvironmental imperatives and
sustainable urbanism strategies. Currentenvironmental assessment
reports, (Brundtland Report (1987), Kyoto Protocol(1997), 2030
Challenge (2002), Barcelona Declaration on Sustainable Design(2003), An
Inconvenient Truth, (2006), and the United Nations
IntergovernmentalReport on Global Climate Change - Synthesis Report
(Nov. 2007), as well as thescholarship of Gary Coates (Resettling
America - Energy, Ecology andCommunity, 1981), Peter Calthorpe (The
Next American Metropolis -Ecology, Community and the American
Dream, 1993), Mark Roseland (Eco-CityDimensions - Healthy
Communities, Healthy Planet, 1997), and DouglasKelbaugh (Repairing the
American Metropolis = Common Place Revisited,2002), will inform the
argument. The paper will conclude with a summary ofspecific
case-studies and their implications for future regenerative urbanpractices.
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Population trends in Aizuwakamatsu City
and Aizu Region
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Changes in the number of employees in branch offices
in major cities
Source: Japanese Census of Establishments
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Necessity of formation of urban networks for sustainable
vitality of cities : from the recent experience of Japanese

provincial cities
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Characteristics of FDI of Japan

CouRtEy Stocks of FDI in 2006 W/ ®

Inward (A) | Outward (B) %)
Japan 107, 633 449 567 | 23.9

Korea 70,974 46,760 | 151.8
China 292, 559 73.330 | 399.0
us 1,789,087 | 2,384,004 | 75.0
UK 1,135,265 | 1,486,950 | 76.3

Note: The Unit of FDI is Million of Dollars
Source : UNCTAD(2007) :World Investment Report 2007
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