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The photo shows
me and Tony
Recasner, the
principal of
Samuel J. Green
School in New
Orleans. Tony
started The
Edible Schoolyard
program there

in the wake

of Hurricane
Katrina. For the
restaurant’s
thirty-fifth
birthday we had
a New Orleans-
style benefit to
raise funds for
the new Edible
Schoolyard,
complete with an
all-day sidewalk
“Café du Monde”
serving beignets

and café au lait.

DAVIA NMNELSON (NPR’s Kitchen Sisters):
During The Edible Schoolyard Washington
lobbying lunches, several of the senators
and representatives suggested that Alice
start another Edible Schoolyard, this one
in the South, where juvenile obesity and
diabetes were off the charts and where it
would be closer to Washington so more
elected officials might visit. Alice and |
talked about it. We thought, where in
the South was the confluence of a school,
a principal, and a supportive community?

Later, on New Year's Day, we were
sitting in Alice’s kitchen. It was just five
months after Katrina, and | was headed to
New Orleans with my tape recorder. “New
Orleans. That's where the next Edible
Schoolyard belongs,” Alice said. “They're
starting from scratch, we could help in the
rebuilding. Find me an angel there who
can make this happen.” Two hours after I'd
landed | found myself gathered around a
dinner table with Randy Fertel —a writer,
activist, philanthropist, and a great cook
who'd grown up in New Orleans. We
started talking about Katrina and the
aftermath, and | told him Alice’s idea, and
in a split second he said, “I know just the
school. | know just the principal. I'm in.”
We picked up the phone and called Alice.
The New Orleans Edible Schoolyard began.
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ON THE EVE OF THE PRESIDENTIAL
- INAUGURATION, CELEBRATE A
NEW BEGINNING EOR THE
AMERICAN TABLE

HIO, FLOYD CARDOZ,
SILVERTON,

MONDAY, 19 JANUARY 2009 = SEVEN O’CLOCK P.M.
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