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Abstract

Cooperatives and the autonomy of rural communities

In this study, I reviewed the cooperative movement that have continued during the last 10 years
at  Hong—dong Myeon in rural South Korea, with not an instrumentalistic but a hermeneutical
perspective. With an instrumentalisic perspective, we can see coopertives as the means to mobilize
for rural community development. However, in the point of hermeneutical view, cooperatives are
social interactions in rural residents' lifeworld. The cooperative movement in Hong—dong Myeon
can be interpreted as an autonomous action to fight against social exclusions, which were
originated from the market failure and the government failure. I tried to conceptualize the
sequence of many events related to cooperative organization as three—staged process;
problem—posing, critical learning, and establishing organization. There always have been the
discourse about 'ideal village' or 'cooperative community', in the historical background of the
cooperative movement in this rural community. Residents' critical learning activities, which were
embedded in formal and informal social networks in the community, have gave residents impetus
to regenerate and to inherit the discourse of 'cooperative community'. The human resources and
social capital in Hong—Dong community are not only the results of cooperative movement but also

the important factors influencing its regeneration.

Key words: cooperative, rural community, self—help development, critical learning, autonomy
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(A Case Study of the Impact on Local Development through the Cooperatives: Focusing on
Hong—dong Area)

745 (Kim, Kyeong—ho)42)
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Abstract M. AT A4

[ AE V. FEA9 HEEFAS) AU a2
Rl |

I.9o&4 AE V. A=
Abstract

This study was conducted to analyze a case of development of cooperative union that can solve unbalanced
development of the region in Hongdong area. First, the formation of community was analyzed through traditional,
historical, and ideological backgrounds, and development phenomena were examined through characteristics of
endogenous development strategies and exogenous development. Finally, foreign cases were examined to extract
regional development factors including basic, institutional, and operational factors.

First of all, basic factors were classified into human resources, education, and network; and human resources
were further subdivided into three (3) generations in order to recognize the roles of human resources in developing
cooperative unions in Hondong area. Education was categorized into formal and social education programs to see
how education is performed related to cooperative unions. Network was examined to see which interactions among
organizations, living groups, and cooperative unions affect the development of each group. Secondly, institutional
factors were categorized into judicial system, support system, and middle—level support organization; and they were
examined for their influences on cooperative unions. Lastly, operational factors were reviewed for operational
principles, finance, and model construction.

As the result of the analysis, it was proved that cooperative unions have a considerable influence on regional
development. Therefore, the conclusion suggests that adopting cooperative unions to local areas will be very
beneficial to regional development.

Keywords: cooperative union, community, Hongdong area, regional development factors, regional development
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