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Abstract

Cooperatives and the autonomy of rural communities

In this study, I reviewed the cooperative movement that have continued during the last 10 years
at  Hong—dong Myeon in rural South Korea, with not an instrumentalistic but a hermeneutical
perspective. With an instrumentalisic perspective, we can see coopertives as the means to mobilize
for rural community development. However, in the point of hermeneutical view, cooperatives are
social interactions in rural residents' lifeworld. The cooperative movement in Hong—dong Myeon
can be interpreted as an autonomous action to fight against social exclusions, which were
originated from the market failure and the government failure. I tried to conceptualize the
sequence of many events related to cooperative organization as three—staged process;
problem—posing, critical learning, and establishing organization. There always have been the
discourse about 'ideal village' or 'cooperative community', in the historical background of the
cooperative movement in this rural community. Residents' critical learning activities, which were
embedded in formal and informal social networks in the community, have gave residents impetus
to regenerate and to inherit the discourse of 'cooperative community'. The human resources and
social capital in Hong—Dong community are not only the results of cooperative movement but also

the important factors influencing its regeneration.

Key words: cooperative, rural community, self—help development, critical learning, autonomy
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