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Governor Ahn Heejung, ladies and gentlemen:

I am honored and delighted to join you for this important gathering. It is a particular

pleasure to be back in Chungnam, my Korean “hometown.”

I first came to Korea — and to Chungnam - forty years ago, in 1975, as a young Peace

Corps volunteer.
I came to teach, but I learned far more than I taught.

I learned my first lessons about Korea, about Northeast Asia - and about diplomacy -

here in Chungnam.

In the ensuing years, I lived and worked in and on China and Korea - as a young
diplomat assigned to China shortly after the U.S. and China reestablished full diplomatic
relations, in Korea in the 80s during a time of great political change - and again over
the last decade in our joint efforts in the Six Party Talks — as well as U.S. Ambassador

to Korea.

Despite all those years, I am here today more to listen and to learn than to prescribe
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or pontificate.

I very much welcome Governor Ahn’s initiative, and the commitment of everyone here,
to deepen a dialogue between the people of Chungnam - and those in this remarkable

and vibrant region of the Yellow Sea.

One of the lessons I learned living in Chungnam forty years ago was an appreciation
for the history of this region - a history still being uncovered and more deeply

understood.

I learned that during the period of the Three Kingdoms, Korea - and in particular the
Paekche Kingdom with its capital in Buyeo, was a transmission belt, receiving and

exporting culture and technology in the region.

Historians tell us that during this time, there was considerable interchange between
what are now Japanese islands, the Korean peninsula, and the mainland of China. In
this early period, the people on what is now the southwest coast of Korea unofficially

controlled much of the trade in the Yellow Sea and between China and Japan.

And of course it was here in Buyeo that we can still see the memorials to the battles

that pitted Silla against Paekche, along with forces from Tang China and from Japan.

All that was a long time ago. But it's a reminder that our discussions today are in a
place that, even within the Korean context, has been an extraordinary focus of

cooperation as well as competition and conflict.

But before I turn to the issues of today, the issues that will shape the lives of the next
generation, let me say just a few words about the more recent past, a past in Chungnam

I experienced personally.

It's become a cliché to talk about Korea's extraordinary modern development as an
economic power and a mature democracy , remarkable both its speed and for its

emergence from the most unpromising of starts: colonial rule, division, war.

The Korea - the Chungnam - [ first knew in the 1970s was a very different place from



what we see today. My one contact with the outside world - with “internationalization”
- was the heavily censored copy of Time magazine I could buy once a week on a trip
to Taejon, the provincial capital. My mere walking down the street anywhere in
Chungnam drew immense curiosity from young and old, most of whom had never seen
a Westerner before. I knew no one who had ever been to the US,, or for that matter

anywhere outside Korea. Getting a passport, or foreign currency, was rare indeed.

But things were changing, even in the two years I lived in Chungnam. I saw it with
my own eyes: the fruits of economic development delivering benefits and change -
education, opportunity, jobs. In later years, when I returned in the ‘80s, I saw the fruits

of democratization in a blossoming of creativity and energy.

During my time as American ambassador to Korea, it was always a special pleasure to
return to Chungnam. It has changed almost - but happily - not completely - beyond

recognition. It has, indeed, become international.

And it is not just Chungnam - or Korea - that has changed. The region around it has,
too, notably China and its own remarkable rerise as a major economic power and

partner to Korea, Japan, and of course the United States.

I have fond memories of weekends on the Yellow Sea, watching the fishermen and their
boats, the farmers in the fields. You can still find them today, but even more, of course,
there is intense economic activity, bringing new prosperity certainly, but also greater

environmental challenges.
At the same time the security challenges are more complex than ever.

A more recent and far less fond memory for me, and for many of us here, is of the
sinking of the Cheonan in 2010, as well as the shelling of Yeon-pyong Island. These
acts, combined with North Korea’s pursuit of nuclear weapons, and heightened
maritime tensions, underscore both the difficulty and the necessity of addressing the
security as well as the economic and environmental issues of the Yellow Sea and the

surrounding regions.
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I hope that in this conference and in the efforts to follow a dialogue can begin and grow

that will address these issues.

I appreciate being asked to participate in this efforts. Both as an adopted daughter of
Chungnam, and as a former American official, I would like to see the United States -
both at the governmental and private levels, contribute to a dialogue aimed at building
confidence, reducing tensions, improving communication, and growing trade and shared

prosperity in the Yellow Sea and beyond.
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