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1. Current Status: Geumsangun County/                                                                                
KIAHS Geumsangun Ginseng Agricultural 
System
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Incheon

Chungcheong
nam-do

1) Geumsangun County

 Geumsan-gun is located in the 
southeast of Chungcheongnam-do.

 Geumsan-gun is famous for producing 
area of medicinal herbs, and its 
specialty is ginseng. 

 There are the International Ginseng 
and Herb Research Institute and 
International Ginseng distribution 
center in Geumsan, and the Geumsan 
Insam (ginseng) Festival is held every 
year.

 The area of Geumsan-gun is 576.66㎢.

 This region has population of 55,355 
for 24,738 households and 42.6% of its 
population live in Geumsan-eup at the 
end of the January, 2014.
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2. Geumsan Ginseng Agricultural 
Heritage System



1) Historicity of Geumsan Ginseng
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2) Food/Food Security
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3) Biodiversity/Ecological Function
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3) Biodiversity/Ecological Function
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4) Traditional Farming Technology 
System of Ginseng

Climate/region

Topography

Soil component

Plowing

Topography

Soil pest control

Ridge building

비종

기비 삼요소성분량

예정지 직파
질소

(N)

인산

(P2O5)

가리

(K2O)

청초
3,000-

4,500kg
-

21-

36kg
4.5-7kg

23-

35kg

유박 90-150kg - 4-7kg 2-4kg 5-9kg

골분 - 150kg 6kg 36kg

Productivity

Crop

Blossom/plant

Sprouting method

Seedbed placing

Planting

Sunscreen

Seedbed managing

Seed Ginseng pick

Implantation

Sunscreen

Sprouting

Ridge control

Winter control

Harvest

Soil management Ridge/screen  control Seed/sprouting Plantation control Cultivation·Harvest
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4) Traditional Farming Technology 
System of Ginseng 

 Ginseng field spot selection is the most essential 

key factor for successful farming. The traditional 

knowledge suggests a spot with good drainage, 

north or northeast ward easy slop, no blocking  

mountain in north and with clear open space.
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4) Traditional Farming Technology 
System of Ginseng

 Over 15 times in a year with 15cm depth is plowed 

for the selected spot. More plowing brings better 

yield. Summer season plowing is done with green 

tobacco to control soil bacteria and insect eggs in 

the sunlight.
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4) Traditional Farming Technology 
System of Ginseng

 The valley section of Ginseng field ridge faces 

Shineul(辛乙) direction with metal 

establishment westward and fixation of the 

higher side toward north.
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4) Traditional Farming Technology 
System of Ginseng 
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4) Traditional Farming Technology 
System of Ginseng 

 Field Ginseng is 

cultivated in paddy. 

For repeated 

cultivation is not 

suitable for Ginseng, 

and moving fields can 

be expensive, paddy 

Ginseng method has 

solved the matter.
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 Traditionally inherited cultivation experiences of Ginseng in Geumsan 

were recorded in ‘ Book of New Cultivation Method for Ginseng’ in 

1970.

4) Traditional Farming Technology 
System of Ginseng 
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5) Unique Landscape of Ginseng 
Cultivation Area 

 Rural villages in Geumsan farm various dry field crops in hills of 

mountain foot area and Ginseng paddy farms in between, forming its 

complex landscape. The majority ecotone area holds Ginseng fields like 

other Ginseng cultivation areas, and most paddy are occupied by

Ginseng cultivation as Geumsan county’s unique agricultural landscape.
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5) Unique Landscape of Ginseng 
Cultivation Area 

 Villages usually settled in about 150m 
above sea level and surrounded by low 
height mountains of 250m sea level 
range.

 Majority fields are mix-cultivated with rice 
and paddy Ginseng. The characteristics of 
Geumsan county’s hilly agriculture landscape 
includes various crops, including sweet 
potato, bean, corn, pepper, peanut, potato 
among the system.

22



Gaesam Park Geumsan Ginseng 
trading arcade

Ginseng Medicinal plant 
Health Hall

Geumsan Ginseng 
exhibition hall

Gaesamgak

Geumsan Ginseng
Cooperatives(1923)

Geumsan Int’lGinseng
Market Association

Geumsan Ginseng 
Hotel Association

Ginseng wine(Chungnam
Intangible Heritage)

Geumsan Jwado Nongak
music

Geumsan Farmers’’ Music  
Preservation Association

Ginseng Nongak Music 
Contest

Fresh Ginseng 
Fried Dish

Ginseng  Honey 
Preserved 

Ginseng Samgyetang
Chicken Soup

Geumsan Cultural 
Center

Red Ginseng Candy Red Ginseng
Drinks 

Ginseng Fishcake

6) Related Tradition and Culture of 
Geumsan Ginseng 

Geumsan 
GinsengYaknyoung

Market
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6) Related Tradition and Culture of 
Geumsan Ginseng 

24

 Tradition exists in culture of Samjangje and obituary notification in 

formality

 Gaesamje ceremony: ceremony of appreciation and wishing for rich harvest 

at the first Ginseng planting field called Gaesamteo

 Samjangje: Service to Mountain god for rich harvest of Ginseng farming




