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1-1. The History of Korean Forests 

Three Kingdoms Period (BC57~AD935) 
Goryeo Dynasty (918~1392) 

Limsu(林藪) : Man-made forests 

 - Objective: To prevent  wind and flood damages   

 - Use: Bonsai, timber, building and shipping materials 

 

Joseon Dynasty (1392~1910) 

Forest reservation system (1392~1608) : 

Restrict and designate the use of forests for special purposes  

Forest logging prohibition system (1608~1905) :  

 -Ban logging within certain distances by installing signposts 

 - Expand the scope of logging prohibition species from pine   

trees to oak and chestnut trees 

 - Manage specially designated pine trees for making Kings’ 
coffin 
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Songgae(松契) of Songgeumgae(松禁契)  is an autonomous 
system of villagers to protect the forest resources.  
Once the regulations set up by villagers voluntarily is breached, a  
violator will be punished by the villagers or reported to the local 
authority. 

1-1. The History of Korean Forests 
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During the Japanese colonial era: Geumgangsong(Red pine tree) were massively exploited to support 
Japanese war materials during the World War II. 
After the liberation: Korean war and reckless logging ruined the forests. 
Establishment of the Korea Forestry Service (KFS):  
KFS has made efforts to ban slash-and-burn practices and implemented afforestation projects. 

1-1. The History of Korean Forests 
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1-1. The History of Korean Forests 
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  우 

「Korea is a special and successful country in  

   afforestation after the Second World War」(FAO, 1982) 

「The world is proud of the success of Korea’s  afforestration」    

     (Environmentalist Lester Brown, 2006 ) 

「The success of Korea’s afforestration is the pride of the world 」 

  (UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner, 2008) 

  It seems hard to restore the Korean forest due to the long   

     and continuous devastation (UN, 1969) 

「Amazing Korea which has succeed in large scaled      

     restoration of forest ecosystem」 

(CBD Executive Secretary Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, 2014) 

1-2. Views from International Community  



02. GIAHS and Forestry 
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GIAHS aims at.. 

• international recognition; 

• dynamic conservation; 

• adaptive management of the agricultural heritage systems; and 

• Sustaining food and livelihood security 

In addition.. 

• Forest components could be further identified; and 

• Issues of restoration of degraded forest sites could also be included 

2-1. Introduction 
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Forestry components of heritage systems.. 

 

• Sustainable forest management; 

• Non-timber forest products including wood energy; and 

• Forest and landscape restoration including watershed management and    

  agroforestry 

2-1. Introduction 

Forest heritage systems 
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• High level of biodiversity, ecosystem services and regulators of ecosystem functions 

• Agricultural ecosystem nurtured by traditional knowledge 

• Preserving of rural heritage as agroforestry systems 

• Resilience to changes caused by human and climatic environments 

• Strong cultural values 

• Build on ecosystem diversity as well as livelihood diversity 

• Historical tradition and knowledge have evolved over the centuries 

• Hold economic, environmental and cultural importance 

Characteristics of Forests that Overlap with GIHAS 

2-1. Introduction 
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• Ongoing Agreement with IUFRO, signed in September 2012 

   ◦ Identify case studies and potential GIAHS sites 

   ◦ Planning and organizing seminars 

   ◦ Developing research activities 

• Collaborating with initiatives that share similar interests 

   ◦ Global Partnership on Forest Landscape Restoration (GPFLR) 

   ◦ International Model Forests Network 

   ◦ Great Green Wall Initiative 

   ◦ Satoyama Initiative 

• Forest and Landscape Restoration mechanism at FAO 

2-2. Key Initiatives in FAO Forestry Department 
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2-2. Key Initiatives in FAO Forestry Department 

Global Partnership on Forest Landscape Restoration(GPFLR) 
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Traditional forest-related knowledge and history 

Biocultural Diversity 

2-2. Key Initiatives in FAO Forestry Department 

Maeulsoop, South Korea 
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 3.1 Potential Resources for Korean Agroforestry Heritage  
 

List of agroforestry resources of great value 
1. Geumgangsong in Uljin-gun 

1 

2. Town forests 

3.  Wild edible plants  4. Lacquer (漆) technique 

5. Farming on the Baekdudaegan 
 

6. Alpine agriculture 

7. Timber carrier(log raft)  
    in Jeongseon 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

8. Cultivating the paper mulberry  
    and traditional Korean paper ’Hanji’ 

9 
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Standard Indicator Element History 

Food and livelihood security Conditions of forestry 
Forestry environment, production, cultivation 
area and food culture 

◎ 

Knowledge system 

And  adopted technologies 
Possession of trees and crops species Unique forest resourses, traditional crops ◎ 

Biodiversity and 

Function of the ecosystem  

Habitat conservation 
conservation of ecological environment and 
habitat 

Inhabitation of animals and plants Diverse species of plants and animal 

-Culture and value system  

-Social organization 

Passing  down the forest culture   Rituals, festivals, forestry culture 

◎ 
Passing  down the culture of 

 mountain village 
Food and living culture, community 

Enhanced management on  

landscape, land and water 

resources 

Forest-scape Livelihood of mountain village 

Water landscape 
Water landscape harmonized with forest 
resources  

3.2 Standard of Value of Korean Agroforestry  
      Heritage Resources 

Main standard 

Food production 
and traditional 

techniques using 
forestry heritage 

Additional 
standard 

Uniqueness of 
forestry resources 

Index 

Value evaluation 

using segmented 
criteria 

Preservation 
and 

Management 

Discovering and 
designating 

forestry heritage, 
preservation and 

sustainability 

• Discovering agroforestry heritage by applying FAO GIHAS and MAFRA 
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3.3 Forest Heritage in Korea 

Securing 
foods 
and 

means of 
living 

Biodiversity 
and  

Ecosystem 
Knowledge 

systems 
and  

Applied 
technology 

Culture, 
value system 

Social 
organization 

Management 
of landscape 

and water 
resources 

Timber, pine mushrooms, wild edible plants  

-Forest Landscape Conservation Area 
-Protected Area for Forest Genetic Resources  
- Habitat for endangered species (e.g. mountain 
goats, otter) 

Forest-scape, Forest Recreation 
(e.g. Geumgangsong eco trail) 

 Uljin Geumgangsong 

Mt. Hwangjangbong-san: 
Management of red pine forest 

Roads used by merchant called 
‘Bobusang’,  

Pine forests management system   
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- Systemic management of the forest through the forest conservation and regulations 

 Uljin Geumgangsong Pine Tree Forest 

3.3 Forest Heritage in Korea 
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 Town Forest 

3.3 Forest Heritage in Korea 

Wild edible plants and food culture 

• To protect farmland from damages caused      
by wind and flood and to control microclimate 
• To serve as eco-corridor connecting the  
  ecosystem and boundary of the village 
• To protect the village with Feng shui 
• To offer a resting place 

• Main ingredients of Korean cuisine  
• Used in temple cuisine and considered as 
healthy food  
• Serve as hunger crops in difficult times  
• A base of pyramid of the ecological system 
• Joint management of cultivation and 
collection of wild edible plants   
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  Korean traditional lacquer  technique 

3.3 Forest Heritage in Korea 

 Baekdudaegan/mountain agriculture 

 

• Lacquer tree (Rhus verniciflua) 

• Ivy tree (Dendropanax trifidus) 

•  Lacquer extracted from the lacquer trees 

is used for ‘lacquer painting’  

• Mountain ranges running through the Korean peninsula 

• Areas where forestry and agriculture co-exist 

• Maintain unique agriculture and living culture 
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Timber rafting in Jeongseon  

    

3.3 Forest Heritage in Korea 

 Paper mulberry and Korean   

    traditional paper  

 

• Timber rafting (traditional way of carrying timber) 

• Related to a cultural meaning of a folk song      

‘Jeongseon Arirang’  

• Unique housing style using timber  

• Cultivating paper mulberry and making  

  Korean traditional paper ‘Hanji’ 

• Archival culture using ‘Hanji’ 



04. Conclusion  and Recommendation  
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4.1 Conclusion and Recommendation 

Basic research for agro-
forestry heritage resources 

  

 

- Conduct research on potential 

resources  of agro-forestry  heritage 

 - Expert consultation 

Operation measures for the 
heritage  management  

-Find measures for operating 
system of forestry heritage 

through basic research 
- Case study on  operating 
system of agricultural and  

fisheries heritage   

Establishing the Value 

Research for the value of heritage 

GIAHS designation 

Preservation and Utilization 

Establishing the preservation 

plan through R&D  

Discovering and  
designating 

 the agro-forestry  
heritage resources 

 Boosting the local 

economy 

Related policy 

establishment & 

implementation 

Improving the role 

of  KFS 

Utilization of data 

for registering  

World Heritage 

 Organized management through discovering the heritage of agroforestry resources 
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