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1. (C) According to a well connected Embassy contact,

° )\]__c‘_):_ol Q_X‘I_ ) ‘Cil }\] ;(‘I .Tﬂ S-l‘ﬂ 7]_ Politburo Standing Committee Member and Vice President Xi

Jinping is "exceptionally ambitious," confident and focused,

and has had his "eye on the prize" from early adulthood.

d A7 A2 A
(22()()59 1— ;7 b : Unlike many youth who "made up for lost time by having fun"
)\]_:_]_O‘I —(‘5], ]_1:: j—q_ 1—;]_ ‘I )\]__:_ O‘I == H after the Cultural Revolution, Xi "chose to survive by
o ° oA = s Al go A . " -
becoming redder than the red. He joined the Party and began
]j] :—:.:'L %.Oél };I.Q]_ED/] ]‘/Hﬂ_) mapping out a career plan that would take him to the top of
the system. In our contact's view, Xi is supremely pragmatic

and a realist, driven not by ideology but by a combination of
ambition and "self-protection." Xi is a true "elitist" at
heart, according to our contact, believing that rule by a
dedicated and committed Communist Party leadership is the key
to enduring social stability and national strength. The most
permanent influences shaping Xi's worldview were his
"princeling" pedigree and formative years growing up with
families of first-generation CCP revolutionaries in Beijing's
exclusive residential compounds. Our contact is convinced

that Xi has a genuine sense of "entitlement," believing that

members of his generation are the "legitimate heirs" to the

revolutionary achievements of their parents and therefore

"deserve to rule China."
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Xi Jinping 63 Li Keqiang 61 Zhang Yu Liu Wang Zhang
President Premier Dejiang 70 Zhengsheng 71 Yunshan 69 Qishan 69 Gaoli 70
Chairman, Chairman, Secretary, Secretary, Vice Premier
National Chinese Central Central
— People’s People’s Secretariat Commission
’ Congress Political for Discipline
Consultative Inspection
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