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Last Ice Age

Humans are ‘forcing’ the system in a new way.    CO2 increases are 

mainly due to fossil fuel burning.  CO2 has not been this high in 

more than half a million years.
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[Adapted from Figure 6.3, © IPCC 2007: WG1-AR4]
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The Climate Movement after the Trump Election

1. Where are we post-Obama?
2. What is the role of non-profit (non-

governmental) organizations like Sierra Club?
3. What is Trump trying to do?
4. How we are fighting back?



Emissions from Power Plants 2009-2016
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Not Just Blue States – Oklahoma -- Emissions from Power Plants 2009-2016



Retired 34 of NAACP’s 50 Worst Coal Plants
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Coal’s Market Share Has Plummeted



This Year: Retire/Secure Retirement of 40% of US Coal Fleet (MW)

0

25,000

50,000

75,000

100,000

125,000

150,000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

139,000MW

65,800 MW Retired

48,700 MW Proposed



Gas Plant Tracker Map
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2025 coal retirement target

Sierra Club coal retirement target + clean energy (draft)

Sierra Club 2025 
coal retirement goal

560 TWh

Wind and solar
current trend

320 TWh



In Next Four Years Advocacy Can Drive at Least 3X more Retirements 
By 2030 than Economics Alone (draft)
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To replace all the coal we need to double the rate of clean energy installs
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The Climate Movement after the Trump Election

1. Where are we post-Obama?
2. What is the role of non-profit (non-

governmental) organizations like Sierra Club?
3. What is Trump trying to do?
4. How we are fighting back?
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Core CAA environmental protections

ozone (smog) air quality standard

New Source Review

regional haze standards
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Fighting and Winning against Trump EPA







Coal plants NG plants







United Bulk Terminal, Louisiana Coal Export 
Facility

Cleaning Up Exports of US Coal –
United Bulk Terminal Louisiana



Keeping North American Carbon Fuels Away From International Markets --
Proposed LNG Export Terminals



Winning in the Gulf, Next Steps – Big Oil – Refining and Petrochemicals –
Reducing Toxic Emissions to Public Health 



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. : “We have not made a single gain on civil 
rights without determined legal and nonviolent pressure.”



We will win.
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The Climate Movement after the Trump Election
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2. What is the role of non-profit (non-governmental) 
organizations like Sierra Club?

3. What is Trump trying to do?
4. How we are fighting back?

Thank you. It is an honor to speak to you 
about our work. I am happy to answer any 

questions.


