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Two contrasting views of citizenship

Liberal-individualist conception Civic-republican conception

Focus on man's economic Focus on man's political nature

nature

Citizenship is about
democratic participation,

Citizens are sovereign,
autonomous beings with

duties to pay taxes, obey
the law, engage in business,
defend the nation if necessary

Citizenship is based on reason
for the pursuit of enlightened
self-interest

Citizens are essentially passive
politically

May lead to a degeneration
of public spirit
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which can channel legitimate
frustrations and grievances

and bring people to focus on
matters of common concern

Citizenship happens in the
public sphere

Citizens are active politically
May lead to the "free rider”

problem in which some
neglect citizenship duties I
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