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2) Article 1. Definition of peasants

1. A peasant is a man or woman of the land, who has a direct and special relationship with the land and nature through
the production of food or other agricultural products. Peasants work the land themselves and rely above all on family
labour and other smallscale forms of organizing labour. Peasants are traditionally embedded in their local communities and
they take care of local landscapes and of agro-ecological systems.

2. The term peasant can apply to any person engaged in agriculture, cattle-raising, pastoralism, handicrafts related to
agriculture or a similar occupation in a rural area. This includes indigenous people working on the land.

3. The term peasant also applies to the landless. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
definition, the following categories of people are considered to be landless and are likely to face difficulties in ensuring
their livelihood: (a) Agricultural labour households with little or no land;  (b) Non-agricultural households in rural areas,
with little or no land, whose members are engaged in various activities such as fishing, making crafts for the local market,
or providing services; (c) Other rural households of pastoralists, nomads, peasants practising shifting cultivation, hunters
and gatherers, and people with similar livelihoods.
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Human Rights Council

Open-ended intergovernmental working group on the rights of peasants
and other people working in rural areas

Fourth session

15-19 May 2017

Draft declaration on the rights of peasants and other people
working in rural areas presented by the Chair-Rapporteur of
the working group

The Human Rights Council,

Wishing to promote the realization of the principles proclaimed in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Intemational Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discnmination, the Intemational Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, the Intemational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the Convention on the Eimination of All Forms of discnmination agamnst Women,
the Declaration on the Right to Development, the Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, and other relevant international instruments that have been adopted at
the universal or regional level,

Reaffirming that all human nghts are universal indivisible, intemrelated,
interdependent and mutually reinforcing and must be treated in a fair and equal manner, on
the same footing and with the same emphasis, and recalling that the promotion and
protection of one category of rights should never exempt States from the promotion and
protection of the other nights,

Recognizing the special relationship and interaction between peasants and other
people working in rural areas, and the land, water, nature and temitory to which they are
attached and on which they depend for their livelhood,

Recognizing also the past, present and future contributions of peasants and other
people working in rural areas in all regions of the world to development and to conserving
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The United States underscores that human rights are universe rights held and enjoyed by all individuals, regardless of
their societal classification or nature of their work. The draft Declaration inappropriately singles out a group—peasant
and other people working in rural areas—for special treatment with respect to the rights perspective. While the United
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States is concerned as a matter of policy about challenges confronting members of these groups, and undertakes numerous
initiatives to improve the circumstances of people working in rural areas, we do not agree with the suggestion that
these categories of individuals merit different treatment in the international human right canon. The draft also
purports to enumerate new rights for this group, including collective rights. This efforts to create human rights for
group instead of for individuals is inconsistent with international human right law. Further, many of the proposed
new rights have no precedent. For instance, there is no internationally accepted definition of the "right to seeds.”(Sl
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