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"Ecotourism is responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment, sustains the
well-being of the local people, and involves interpretation and education” (TIES, 2015)
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The Next 20 Years of Ecotourism

By Megan Epler Wood, Co-Executive Director of the Planeterra Foundation

Twenty years ago travelers were just beginning to think about the environmental
impacts of their tours. Ecotourism became a catch-all term in the 1990s for
making travel environmentally beneficial, and it was frequently cited as the
fastest growing phenomenon in travel. Journalists tended to run with any
reasonable stats they were given on this growing market, but the fact was that
truly responsible travelers were a rare breed. It has taken 20 years to take this
phenomenon mainstream!
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ocQO: GSTC

Global Sustainable Tourism Council

GSTC Destination Sustainability Assessments

Waste management often presents

C4 Cultural heritage

C6 property

D1 Environmental risks
D2 Protection of sensitive

D3 Wildlife

D4 gas

/ the greatest challenges

Water quality

0 Solid waste reduction

-
=li=li=li=1i=}

1 Light and noise pollution

2 Low-impact transportation
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o GSTC

Global Sustainable Tourism Council

Sustainability
Management

11 Criteria
51 Indicators

Version 4.1 27/12/2019

38 Criteria, 174 Indicators

Social &
Economic

Cultural

8 Criteria
32 Indicators

7 Criteria
26 Indicators

Environmental

12 Criteria
65 Indicators
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GSTC 2H7| 1|Z A1, Destination management responsibility
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o0l GSTC

Global Sustainable Tourism Council

St. Kitts Sustainable Destination Council (SDC), St. Kitts
and Nevis

* SDC was established in 2013, as a result of St. Kitts’ participation in
the GSTC Early Adopters Program.

* SDC adheres to the principles of the GSTC Criteria for Destinations
(GSTC-D A1).

* SDC serves as an advisory council for the Ministry of Tourism, with
the aim to increase opportunities for locals and tourists, and to act
as destination stewards.

WTTC Tourism for Tomorrow
Destination Stewardship Award Winner 2019




o GSTC

Global Sustainable Tourism Council

Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association (TOTA), British C

olumbia, Canada

* TOTA implements a 10-year regional tourism strategy (2012-2022), e
ndorsed by all its communities, which puts sustainability at its heart.

* Examples of sustainability initiatives: Protecting biodiversity in its wa
terways, supporting an urban wildlife corridor, installing electric car
charging stations, and sustainability training for stakeholders.

* Certified by Biosphere Responsible Tourism (2017).

CASE STUDY

yl_VORLD.> TOURISM
IO TOMORR(;%

AWARDS 2018

WTTC Tourism for Tomorrow

Destination Stewardship Award Winner 2018

ocQO: GSTC

Global Sustainable Tourism Council

Botswana Tourism Organisation (BTO)

* BTO is an Early Adopter of the GSTC Destination Criteria, and a
long-term GSTC Member and training partner.

* BTO offers the Botswana Ecotourism Certification System, which
is designed to support responsible environmental, social and
cultural behavior by tourism businesses.

* Certified businesses must contribute at least 2% of their gross

profits to support community-based projects, and sell locally
produced handicrafts on site.

CASE STUDY |

|
%lxwm

WTTC Tourism for Tomorrow
Destination Stewardship Award Winner 2017
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GSTC £t21| 1|1& A2. Destination management strategy and action plan
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Children of Palau, THILO (HEInIS
| take this pledge 22 HE0I=0t,

as your guest, L15|1E0| OtSLCH2 MLIEIE HS6t] HE
to protect and preserve 5171 Q150 L15]0] ALloZ M
your beautiful e
island home. [tSS 48
| vow to tread lightly, Al== 9
act kindly and ) "'f'om_l EH:IJ'
explore mindfully. ZIEoHHl HSotH
| shall not take ZOIBHA EPALE! 1S BHIEHH
what is not given. -
| shall not harm LH X0l OF! S FIGHAI ZEA.
what does not harm me. LIZ sHEHI 9= or= 7ES
The only footprints "_“’ e AEE
| shall leave are those LtE 2li&otkl EEH.
that will wash away. S0 A1 SIOFR ERL=E 2
o .
MBI smoz,
M9 - ZHEHOZ ),
- MHIA Z2RE2A.
- 3217 BRIREN
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GSTC 21| 711& A3. Monitoring
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GSTC &N 11Z& A4, Enterprise engagement and sustainability standards
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GSTC &t2tR| 1|1& A5, Resident engagement and feedback
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GSTC 22| 1|& A8. Managing visitor volumes and activities
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GSTC 27| 11Z& A9, Planning regulations and development control
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1% criterion

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

1600

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica

3 250

Little Curlew Numenius minutus

1800

‘Whimbrel Numenius phasopus

550

Internationally important species counts
for Geum Gang Hagu

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata

350

Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis

380

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

Common Redshank Tringa totanus

650

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis

900

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia

550

Spotted Greenshank Tringa gutiifer

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus

Grey-tailed Tattler Heteroscelus brevipes

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres

Asian Dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmatus

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris

Red Knot Calidris canutus

Sanderling Calidris alba

Eurasian

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calldris acuminata

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea

Spoon-billed Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus

Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus

Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta

Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Grey Plover Piuvialis squatarola

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

Lesser Sand Plaver Charadrius mongolus

Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus

Great Knot
Black-tailed Godwit
Terek Sandpiper
Eastern Curlew

rd migration
Curlew
Kentish Plover

Terek Sandpiper

Grey Flover

Eurasian Oystercatcher
Common Greenshank
Sanderling

Eurasian Oystercatcher
Eurasian Curlew

Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum

Central West
Asian-Indian Pacific

Flyway Flyway

East Asian-
Australasian
Flyway
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National Bird

B Fast Atlantic Flyway
B West Asian - East African Flyway TANZANIA INDIA
s Centeal Asian Thyway Lake Natron Chilika Lake

B East Asian - Australasian Flyway
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