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LETTER

The diet of Australopithecus sediba

Amanda G. Henry', Peter S. Ungarl‘l‘ Benjamin H. Passey", Matt Sponheimer""", Lloyd Rossouw®”®, Marion Bamford”?,
Paul Sandberg®, Darryl J. de Ruiter’'® & Lee Berger®

doi:10.1038/nature11185

Specimens of Australopithecus sediba from the site of Malapa, biome in the vicinity®. Sediment samples from the hominin layer
South Africa (dating from approximately 2million years (Myr) (Facies D*') preserve many grass phytoliths, predominantly long-
ago)' present a mix of primitive and derived traits that align the necked bilobates and saddles typical of C4 grasses in summer rainfall
Nat| taxon with other Australopithecus species and with early Homo®.  areas, consistent with a more open savanna or grassland biome
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Mean£SD, **: p<0.01, p—value by t—test , Within—group comparison

Park et al. Environ Health Prev Med. 2010; 15: 18-26.

Lee et al. Intech publisher, 2012; 325-350.
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2011 Nature 474,

Lederbogen et al.

498-511
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N=454
Mean+SE, **: p<0.01, p—value by t—test , Within—group comparison

Park et al. Environ Health Prev Med. 2010; 15: 18-26.

Lee et al. Intech publisher, 2012; 325-350.
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